
Minutes of the Haringey Allotments Forum – 12 April 2014 
 
Present Alexandra Palace (Alison Liney Chair, Sally Chubb) Creighton Avenue (Lindy 

Berkman, Guy Christianson); Creighton Road (Rory Budd), Elmar Road (Helen 
Steel)) Golf Course (Clare Winstanley); Highgate (Jeanine Ashford); Marsh Lane 
(Larry Campbell, Jane Anderson); Risley Avenue (Colleen McLaren), Rectory Farm 
(Nick O’Hara), Shepherds Hill (Kathy Riddle); Wolves Lane (Iain Drury – Minutes, 
Gina Webster);  Haringey Council (Alex Fraser, Arboricultural and Allotments 
Manager) 

Apologies  Karen Fitzsimmon (Highgate), Tim Hunt (Golf Course), Nick Vosper (Fortis Green);  
 

Minutes of the 11 January 2014 Meeting 
 Accepted as correct 
 

Allotment Action Plan 
 Rectory Farm – The Forum welcomed Nick as the site’s new Forum representative.   

 New Management Software – The Council’s IT Team has not yet set a date to install the new 
software.   

 2014 Bills – Alex will email a list of 2014 non payers to Site Secretaries.   

 Water infrastructure – The Council have completed the survey of the allotment water supply to 
ensure compliance with the Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations 1999.  Where water or 
water using equipment is used with fluids, substances or materials which could contaminate it, 
there must be adequate protection in place to prevent the backflow or backsiphonage of 
contaminants into the water supply. The Regulations define fluid risk categories according to 
the type and concentration of contaminant likely to be present and specify the type of backflow 
prevention device required in each situation. The survey concluded that allotments fall within 
the highest category of fluid risk because of the concentrations of potentially toxic chemicals 
and animal manures to be found on allotment sites.  The specified backflow device in these 
circumstances must be a non mechanical air gap between water inlet and water outlet. The 
survey recommends that all threaded taps be removed and replaced with bib drinking taps to 
prevent the connection of hosepipes to the water supply.   
Alex was asked to seek clarification from Thames Water/H2O that removal of all threaded taps 
to prevent the backflow of potentially contaminated water is the only available option because 
of the impact an effective hosepipe ban will have on disabled and elderly tenants watering their 
plots. 

 Capital Bid – Alex will seek additional quotes for the corrective works to comply with the Water 
Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations 1999 will have to be funded from the £70k capital bid.  
H2O have quoted £65k to remove all threaded taps and replacing them with chrome bib 
drinking taps, fixing notices stating that hosepipes should not be connected to taps and 
insulating all pipe work.  

 Administration – Further concerns were raised that Site Secretaries are still not being fully 
updated about changes to tenancies.   Alex to raise with Sofia. 
Alex advised that a reorganisation of site officers would be taking place as a result of the 
restructuring of the Tree and nature conservancy services.  

 
Bonfires 
 Alex reported that he had received back 12 comments from Site Secretaries/Site Associations 

in respect of the proposed partial bonfire ban.  2 were against but 10 were in favour of the 
partial ban. Alex will now seek a decision from the Lead Member to proceed with the partial 
ban. 

 Further discussion followed.  The main concern being what to do with rubbish being 
accumulated during the summer months.  Suggestions included encouraging more composting 
and additional rubbish pick-ups.  Alex to issue new guidance on composting.  

 

New guidance on pesticide use 

 New guidance on using pesticides in accordance with current health and safety legislation will  



be issued because a number of tenants at some sites were using unauthorised pesticides to 
treat their crops causing a health hazard to other tenants and wildlife. 

 The new guidance to include details on how to dispose of unwanted garden chemicals through 
the Hazardous Waste Collection Service operated by the Corporation of London. 

 
First Aid Training 
 Alex has arranged emergency first aid training on 22 May.  So far only 3 responses received.  

Iain to re-circulate the event details to all those on the Forum email list. 
 

Growing in Haringey 
 Iain explained the background to the pilot Food Audit as a tool in starting to understand and 

address the interconnected issues of long term food sustainability, health and poverty for 
Haringey’s 250,000 residents.  Allotment sites provisionally included in the pilot were Elmar 
Road, Golf Course, White Hart Lane and Wolves Lane.  

 

Other Business 
 Nick asked about selling surplus allotment crops.  It was agreed that this issue should be put 

on the agenda for the July meeting. 

 Jeanine asked about overhanging trees from neighbouring properties.  Alex said that the 
Council had no enforcement powers unless the tree was hazardous and in a dangerous 
condition.  Any problem trees and fences should be reported to the site allotment officer. 

 Nick asked about the policy on waiting lists as he was concerned that some sites were ‘cherry 
picking’ and effectively discriminating against groups and individuals.  It was agreed that 
waiting lists be put on the agenda for the July meeting.  

 Lindy drew the Forum’s attention to the continuing campaign against the proposed North 
London Waste facility.   

 
Next meetings: 12 July 2014 at Bruce Castle Museum, 10.00 to 12.00 and 11 October  
 


