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"April hath put a spirit of youth in everything" 

- William Shakespeare,  Sonnet XCVIII 
 

 
Replacement of the Allotment Gates 
 
We're all pleased to hear that Haringey Council have finally contracted for the 
replacement of our Main Gates and adjoining fencing, both of which have 
turned in many years of faithful service but have definitely seen better days. 
 
The gates and fences will be both lower to the ground and taller with spikes 
on top - which will markedly improve our site security. The work is scheduled 
to take place in approximately two months’ time, and is estimated to take four 
days to complete. It is intended that access via the new gates will be via the 
keys and padlocks already in use. 
 
We apologise in advance for any interruption to vehicle access or other 
disruption and will try to give accurate notice of the start of the works. 
  
Bonfires - A Reminder! 
 
A reminder that all bonfires on our site are banned from April 1st, until the 
beginning of October. Remember, much of your green waste and cuttings can 
be successfully composted (or at least properly dried), but if you have a 
bonfire before the end of the month, it must be smoke-free and not cause any 
annoyance to neighbours either on the site or in adjoining streets. 
 
Recently we have had an asthma sufferer in a nearby house come to our 
gates, begging for a nearby smoky fire to be extinguished. Flouting of this rule 
risks Haringey Council imposing a total year-round ban on the site (which is 
already the case on a lot of the other allotments in Haringey.) This would be a 
really detrimental step for all of our tenants, so members of the HAA 
Committee may ask for any smoky bonfires to be extinguished. Failure to do 
so when asked is a breach of tenancy with possible serious consequences, 
so please be sensible. 
 
And finally, please only ever burn plant matter - weeds, wood and the like - 
and not any polythene or plastic.  
 
 
 



Be Ready For Your Spring Plot Inspection in April  
 
All plots are liable for periodic inspection by Haringey Council’s Allotment 
Officer, accompanied by the HAA’s joint Site Secretaries, and the first of your 
three annual inspections will take place in April. Plots are required to reach an 
acceptable standard of cultivation appropriate to the season, with freedom 
from annual and perennial weeds, rubbish or hazardous materials. A sign 
with your Plot Number should also be visible (see separate item below). 
  
Plots which fail to reach the required standard in the view of the Allotment 
Officer will result in the issuing of a Non Compliance Notice (NCN) by 
Haringey, giving the reason for the notice, posted to the tenant at their last 
known address. Tenants are then granted 28 days from the date of the NCN 
to carry out remedial work prior to re-inspection, after which if deemed 
adequate the NCN is cancelled: however if insufficient progress has been 
made, Haringey will issue a Termination of Tenancy with a date for vacating 
the plot. 
  
Even if an NCN is cancelled after remedial work, the issuing of a second NCN 
at either of the two following inspections (in summer and autumn) will result in 
Haringey issuing a Termination notice without further opportunity for you to 
carry out remedial work. Hopefully all our tenants can appreciate that it is 
much better never to receive an NCN! 
  
It is therefore very important that all tenants make solid efforts to prepare your 
plots for inspection, and to ensure that if you have recently moved, that you 
inform HAA who will pass on the change to Haringey Council. If any tenant 
has a significant but temporary problem over working on their plot (for 
example medical treatment, or unavoidable work commitments away from 
London), please let us know so that the information can be made available to 
the Allotment Officer, if appropriate, in making his determination. 
 
Is Supplying A Visible Plot Sign A Problem For You? 
 
Failure to erect a visible plot sign with your plot number risks you getting an 
NCN, as it is a condition in your Tenancy Agreement to have one. We 
understand that not all tenants can lay their hands on suitable materials at 
short notice, so we are offering to provide a sign for you – either stencil-
painted onto a shed or other permanent structure, or as a ground-planted 
timber sign. We will make a small charge to cover cost of materials, payable 
in advance. If you would like us to make you a sign, email us 
at highgateallotments@outlook.com with your name and plot number and 
what style of sign you need (spray-painted or timber). We will then contact 
you to organise it. 



  
 
What to do in April 
 
The short answer to this is pretty much everything - but with some caution! 
The days are getting longer and the sun's appearing more regularly, but 
there's still the danger of night frosts, so be careful putting out seedlings 
without cover. 
 
Plant and sow directly outdoors: Potatoes & onion sets (both of which are still 
available in the shop) but be ready to cover any potato shoots with soil if frost 
is on the cards. 
 
Successional sowings of beetroot, carrots, parsnips, lettuce, spinach, spring 
onions, kohl rabi, radish, turnips, early peas, Swiss chard. 
 
Sow maincrop peas and make the last sowing of summer broad beans. 
Plant out Jerusalem artichokes but don’t allow them to overrun the allotment -
 if left unlifted at the end of the summer, they will quickly develop into an 
impenetrable jungle! 
Sow under cloches or in cold frames: in pots and trays filled with fresh seed 
compost: the seeds of runner beans, sweet corn, courgettes, pumpkins, 
squashes, outdoor/ridge cucumber. 
 
Other jobs 
Put up the runner bean poles and start to support the growing peas with 
brushwood or netting. 
Prepare seed beds for outdoor sowing of main crop vegetables next month. 
 
Check over top and soft fruit for the first broods of aphids and take 
appropriate action; spray the plant with soapy water (diluted washing up 
liquid) or squash the flies with your thumb and finger.  
Protect any early strawberries with netting to keep birds and squirrels out. 
A reminder - all the items we stock in the shop are sold at cost and we stock 
some excellent essentials, from slug pellets to horse manure. The shop is 
open every Saturday and Sunday, from 12pm to 1pm. 
 
A Reminder: Site Assets are the Council’s Responsibility! 
 
Could we remind members that if they have any issues/problems with the site 
assets (i.e. things not on your own plot area) such as fences, gates, 
roadways, paths, taps, water tanks and trees etc., they should inform any 
member of the HAA committee. 
 



You must not attempt to intervene yourselves, as this is in breach of your 
tenancy agreement and could lead to your tenancy being terminated. 
Paragraph 9 of your Tenancy Agreements states: “COUNCIL 
RESPONSIBILITIES: The council shall be responsible for the maintenance to 
a reasonable standard of allotment infrastructure (including common paths, 
drainage, water supply) and site boundaries (including fences, trees, gates 
etc).” In addition to potential loss of tenancy any injury suffered or expenses 
incurred by such action by tenants would not be covered by either the Council 
or by HAA and would likely be the responsibility of the tenant.  
 
 
Security at our allotments 
 
Tenants might not be aware, but there have recently been a number of 
burglaries of houses whose gardens adjoin the Highgate Allotment site. The 
local police have asked all tenants to report any suspicious behaviour - their 
number for non-emergencies is 07920 233791. Our new entrance gates and 
fencing will significantly increase site security; we have recently installed 
some night security lighting; and are considering what appropriate additional 
measures we can take. Highgate is fortunate in having very few security 
issues compared to many sites. 
 
New Tenant's Noticeboard 
 
Thanks to Martin, we have a new Tenants’ Noticeboard mounted opposite the 
HAA Site Shed on the compost compound fence. This is for use by you - any 
tenant who wishes to advertise or request something specifically to do with 
their plot. For example this might be the offer of surplus tools, produce or 
seeds, or an offer of (or request for) help with a particular job. The board will 
be left unlocked so that you can pin your own notice up, but please do refrain 
from posting anything that is nothing to do with your plot (irrelevant items will 
be removed). You must give your name and plot number, and there will be a 
site plan with plot positions marked on the board to help people find you. You 
may also give a contact number - but that's up to you! 
 
Compost Deliveries 
 
As tenants may know we had a couple of deliveries of free Eco-compost in 
March, and its great to see how popular it has been. For those more 
interested in rotted horse manure, our next bulk lorryload is not planned until 
the autumn (when the price will be raised to £1 per flat barrowload to cover 
HAA’s wheelbarrow maintenance costs – this is still very much a bargain!). 
  
However, we are restocking Thompson’s bagged horse manure for sale via 



the Shed as usual, which is open on Saturday and Sunday, 11am to 1pm. 
 
Summer BBQ and Plant Sales 
 
A reminder for your diaries – the date is the afternoon of Sunday 9 July. Last 
year’s plant sale raised over £100 for the Harington Scheme, and we hope 
we can do the same (or better!) this year. 
  
Why Not Join The Highgate Horticultural Society? 
 
A society which could not be closer to HAA tenants both in location and in 
philosophy, the HHS has been going since 1859 but always welcomes new 
members. Annual membership fee is very low at only £7 p.a. (less than the 
price of two bags of Thompson’s rotted horse manure) or £5 for senior 
Citizens. All ages are catered for and vegetables & fruit are prized and 
exhibited at shows no doubt with as much hope and competitiveness as 
flowers. The benefits are many, the knowledge and expertise on hand 
extensive and you can read about them on their own website at 
www.highgatehorticulturalsociety.org.uk . You can also pick up a HHS leaflet 
from the HAA Shed. 
 
This newsletter has been produced by the Highgate Allotments Association Committee. 
You can contact anyone on the Committee via highgateallotments@outlook.com . 	


