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If this newsletter doesn’t display correctly, please download from the 
Association website: http://www.highgate-allotments.org/documents  

A big welcome to new tenants and probationers and a  
Happy New Gardening Year to everyone. 

 
120th anniversary celebrations 
Our allotments have reached the grand old age of 120 and your Committee 
think we should make this a special year. So far, there are plans for a 
barbecue for plotholders (date in July tbc) and an open day for the local 
community during National Allotment Week in August. Please tell us your 
ideas and whether you would like to be involved in some way (contact details 
below).  
 
Eco-walk on weeds: edible to pernicious 
Dan Hackett will be leading another of his informative eco-walks on 20 March 
and this time will be focusing on weeds – their uses and how to control them. 
Meet at 10.30 am near the gate. 
 
Compost delivery and rubbish collection 
The next delivery of free eco-compost from the Council will take place 
between 8 and 10 am on Friday, 19 February. Plotholders are asked to 
restrict themselves to 10 barrow loads or less, to ensure that there is enough 
for those who are unable to get down to the allotments until the weekend.  
 
The next rubbish collection will be on Monday, 4 April at 11 a.m. Please put 
all non-compostable rubbish in plastic sacks and bring up to the gate on the  
morning of the collection. 
 
Don’t forget to lock both gates at all times 
This is for the security of all of us and our crops and equipment. The vehicle 
gate has been left unlocked and even wide open recently. This is most 
irresponsible and plotholders are reminded that only disabled badge owners 
may park on the site. Otherwise, you may drive on to the site to load or unload 
only. 



 
Council bills and future management of allotments 
Allotment rent demands are being issued by Haringey this week so do look 
out for yours. They are also asking for our views on the management of 
allotments in the future. Please respond direct to alex.fraser@haringey.gov.uk 
or by putting a note in the HAA letterbox on the shed. 
 
Topical tips: pruning fruit trees + paths and weeds 
(this time mainly from Daniel Hackett, with added advice from Angelo 
Guarino, Simon Hewitt and Karen Fitzsimon) 

• The dormant period is best for pruning pome fruits – AKA apples, pears 
and quinces – except for restricted trees like cordons and espaliers. 
Apart from height control pruning (no trees should exceed 3m), 
remember less could be more in pruning - that is, less out of reach 
branches, less shade on the rest of your plot, means more usable, 
pickable fruit. On reasonably managed trees, a goblet shape is what to 
aim for, so all the fruit can get enough air and sunlight. This probably 
helps keep down woolly aphis which like shelter. Use Arbrex on the 
cuts to seal them. 

 
• Cut back small tree roots growing near the surface to encourage 

deeper-growing roots. 
 

• In the old days tar oil winter wash was applied all over, but this is now 
banned - the risk to other wildlife and yourself make winter sprays a 
bad idea. But do practice sanitary precautions - that is remove, 
cankers, bunches of leaves and mummified fruits. On the ground the 
codling moths that were in your last years crop will be resting as 
pupae. They used to keep chickens in orchards to help control these. 
You could rake around under your tree to disturb them, maybe birds 
will take some and others will be exposed to natural enemies, cold and 
diseases. Some people have also reported good results with autumn 
grease bands and coddling moth traps. 

 
• Don't forget to feed your trees with compost and also remember that 

young trees will suffer from competition from the roots of grasses, so 
keep a zone equivalent to the width of the crown pretty bare. This is the 
feeding zone of the roots. When the buds start bursting give some rose 
type feed with potash in for a bumper, tasty crop. Later on, after the 
June drop, thin the small apples  for fewer but bigger ones. Look out for 
damaged ones and don't bother keeping the dreaded codling moth 
holed ones, as they will probably rot inside. 

 
• Remember that pruning stone fruits should be done in the growing 

season so that the cuts seal themselves, otherwise you may let in 
silver leaf, particularly in plums. You will realise that again, healthy 
growth may get sacrificed, but tangled, spindly inward facing growth 
has to be tackled. Thinning is definitely required as fungi spreads 
between fruitlets if they are packed together. 



 
• You may well have to tackle the paths that overgrow or are too bumpy 

to be mown, at this time of year. Mental note here!  
 

• If the weather and soil conditions are suitably dry, removing perennial 
weeds like couch grass, bindweed and mares tail needs a systematic, 
year round approach. It can be done by digging, but don't plant long 
term crops like fruit – strawberries, canes of raspberries or currants - in 
these areas, as you won't be able to get at the weeds properly. Do 
come to the weed walk on 20 March – see above - to learn more, 
including which weeds one can eat! 

 
This newsletter has been produced by the Highgate Allotments 
Association Committee. You can contact anyone on the Committee via 
highgateallotments@outlook.com and read the latest Committee 
minutes (once approved by next Committee meeting) at 
http://www.highgate-allotments.org/documents/ 

Committee responsibilities are as follows: 

Committee Chair: rotated among members of the Committee 
Site Secretary: Simon Hewitt 
Association Honorary Chair and Shed Shop Manager: Jim Greenhill  
Committee Secretary: Hilary Laurie  
Lettings Officer: Karen Fitzsimon 
Waiting List Manager/Haringey Forum rep: Geoffrey Kemball-Cook 
Membership Secretary and newsletter: Maggy Meade-King  
Probationer Support Officer: Dan Hackett  
Site Security and Maintenance Manager: Angelo Guarino  
Compost and chippings deliveries + Rubbish Removal: David Gittings 
120th Anniversary Celebration Co-ordinator: Marc Haynes 
 
 
The minutes of our meetings and many other useful documents –about the 
running of the allotments (inc application forms) - as well as some inspiring 
photos - are available on our website: http://www.highgate-allotments.org .  

Please let us know if you didn’t receive this email directly but would like 
to do so in future.  

Please print this for any neighbours who don’t have email.  

	


