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A big welcome to new tenants and probationers as you prepare your plots for 
the gardening year to come - and a Happy New Year to everyone! 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Margaret Jarvie 
 
We're very sad to report that Margaret Jarvie recently passed away. Margaret 
cultivated Plot P7 for many years, where she also kept her beloved bees. Born 
and raised in Iowa, Margaret was proud to have been "a GI Bride in 
reverse." We will all miss her greatly. 
 
On Sunday the 19th February between 1.00pm and 3.30pm, Margaret’s 
daughter Kate is hosting an Open House for any of Margaret’s friends who 
would like to meet up at her home for a chat and light refreshments, at 39 
Hornsey Lane Gardens N6. If you intend to go along, please call Wendy on 
07941 584 676 so she is able to arrange the catering side of things. 
 
There will be a fuller remembrance of Margaret in the next newsletter. 
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Site Inspection 
 
The next site inspection by Haringey Council should take place in April 2017 
(followed by further inspections in summer and autumn). Hopefully, our plots 
will all be starting to bloom and blossom by this point! 
 
The council's most frequent reason for issuing a Non Compliance Notice after 
inspection is a lack of plot cultivation appropriate to the season. So, by the 
spring, you should have at least half of your plot cultivated (aiming for 75% by 
summer) and no prevalence of weeds. If you need some inspiration, below is a 
guide to some of the crops you might fancy planting over the upcoming 
weeks… 
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
What to do in February 
 
There are lots of crops that can get underway in the next month or two - even if 
there's undoubtedly still a few frosts on the way. If you can brave the cool days 
and the wet mud, you'll be rewarded with fresh crops to eat in the summer, not 
just the autumn. 
 
Sow directly outdoors: Broad beans 
 



Plant outdoors: Raspberry canes / Blackberries / Redcurrant and gooseberry 
bushes 
 
Sow under cover: Brussel sprouts / Cauliflower / Celeriac / Celery / Leeks 
/ Shallots 
 
Sow under cloches or in cold frames: Carrots / Beetroot / Early peas 
/ Radishes / Salad greens / Spring onions 
 
Other jobs 
• This is a good time to prune apple and pear trees while they are still 

dormant. It’s also time to prune gooseberries and currants. With 
currants, shorten the sideshoots to just one bud and remove old stems 
from the centre of the bushes. 

• Potatoes - get early varieties chitting on your windowsill. Chitting is the 
process of pre-sprouting before planting. Some authorities say 
chitting benefits maincrops but not earlies; some say it’s of no benefit 
whatsoever; and some say it's good for all types. What chitting certainly 
doesn't do is any harm, so if you have the seed tubers to hand, you may 
as well chit them! 

If you are thinking of planting potatoes and onions, please remember they are 
available from the shop - and Jim will be more than happy to let you know how 
to get the best results. 
 
A reminder - all the items we stock in the shop are sold at cost and we stock 
some excellent essentials, from slug pellets to horse manure. The shop is 
open every Saturday in the winter, from 12pm to 1pm. 
  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Plot Signs (a plea from David & Geoff, Site Secretaries) 
 
It is a condition of everyone’s tenancies that we display clearly at all times a 
sign which gives the letter and number of our plot. As your joint site secretary 
and lettings officers, it is tremendously helpful for us in our duties to be able to 
work out easily which plot is which – but around HALF the plots on site have 
no visible signs. Please revive, repaint or create a simple and weatherproof 
sign (painted on a shed wall works well) so that we always know where we are. 
 
Remember also that you can be given a Non-Compliance Notice (NCN) by 
Haringey’s Allotment Officer at the spring inspection for failure to display a 
sign. If this is not then rectified within 28 days, your tenancy can be terminated. 
So please consider our plea and get one up – it's in all our interests! 
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
 
 
 



Free eco-compost delivery 
 
The next delivery of free eco-compost from the Council will take place between 
8 and 10 am on Friday, 24 March 2017. Plot holders are asked to restrict 
themselves to 10 barrow loads or less, to ensure that there is enough for those 
who are unable to get down to the allotments until the weekend. 
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Horse manure delivery 
 
The committee's Dan Hackett kindly organised a drop-off of some 20 tonnes of 
manure in late January. Operating on an honesty system of 50p a barrow saw 
us almost break even! So if you took some manure but didn't have any change 
with you on the day, please drop it off to a committee member when you can.  
 
As a result of the very positive feedback, we're happy to say we've organised 
another horse manure delivery - the next one will be this coming Saturday, 
4th February at 9am! 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Bonfires 
 
A reminder that the 31st March will be the last day bonfires are allowed on the 
allotments until October 1st. Many of Haringey's allotment sites have banned 
bonfires entirely, but we're pleased to say this is not the case at Highgate.  
 
Although bonfires are permitted, smoky bonfires are not and you may be asked 
to extinguish a smoky bonfire. If a plot neighbour is affected by your bonfire 
and complains, you must extinguish it. So it is best to choose a still day when 
no-one else is around! 
  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Allotment invoices from Haringey 
 
The annual invoices from Haringey will be sent out any day now, so hopefully 
you'll receive yours soon. But please contact a committee member if you 
haven't received yours by the middle of February. 
  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Joint tenants and co-workers - can they benefit you? 
 
Joint Tenants 
Many of us applied for our plots in one name, and have never added the 
names of the people we genuinely share the allotment with over the long term 
– e.g. partners, family members and close friends – as Joint Tenants.  
Strictly speaking, at present they cannot attend the plot unaccompanied by the 



Tenant; they cannot vote at the AGM in place of the Tenant; and although 
family members or partners who work the plot can apply to “inherit” the 
tenancy of a maximum of one plot each if the named tenant dies or becomes 
incapacitated, friends sharing the plot will likely find it more difficult, with no 
guarantees. 
If this applies to you and your partner, relation or a close friend with whom you 
have always shared the plot, we'd encourage you to contact us and ask if their 
name can be added to the tenancy as a Joint Tenant, to assure their rights. 
We'll discuss it with you and hopefully we can then update the council's 
records and get a new tenancy agreement issued. 
 
An Alternative: Co-Workers 
If you have someone who helps you out frequently on the plot, sometimes 
unaccompanied and perhaps with their own key, but with whom you do not 
wish to share the tenancy, you can request that their name and address be 
registered by Haringey Council as a Co-Worker on your plot. 
 
Co-Workers (up to a limit of two per plot) have the right to keep their own key 
and work on the plot unaccompanied, but unlike joint tenants they do not have 
any tenancy rights and cannot inherit a plot if the tenant gives it up, nor can 
they vote at AGMs. Note that you cannot turn the work on your plot completely 
over to Co-Workers (see “A Reminder” below).  
 
Helpers 
Lots of tenants enjoy having casual helpers on their plots (friends or family) 
and rightly so. But please do note that if someone working on your plot is 
neither a Joint Tenant nor a Co-Worker, they actually have no right to be on 
your plot unaccompanied or to have a gate key – after all, it is private land. Of 
course there are exceptions which are overlooked in practice – for example, 
watering your plot when you are on holiday or unwell. Do you have a frequent 
helper who would benefit from being a Co-Worker? 
 
A Reminder! 
Regardless of how often Co-Workers or casual helpers are on your plot, at 
least one Tenant or Joint Tenant must attend frequently themselves or you are 
in breach of your tenancy agreement and risk termination of the tenancy. 
Tenants cannot absent themselves and simply pass the work on their plot to 
someone else, other than for short periods for good reason, and if would be 
really helpful to inform your site committee if this is going to be the case (for 
example due to a spell in hospital or work overseas for a period). 
 
Interested? Confused? 
If you wish to investigate adding Joint Tenants or Co-Workers to your tenancy, 
or if you have any other questions about tenancies and plot working, please 
email us at highgateallotments@outlook.com. 
  
 
This newsletter has been produced by the Highgate Allotments 
Association Committee. You can contact anyone on the Committee via 
highgateallotments@outlook.com .  


