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Happy New Year and a Warm Welcome to all our New Tenants! 

 
Site Security 
As many tenants will know already, the site was broken into on the night of 10th 
January and some 25 tenants’ sheds broken open, as well as the HAA Shed Shop. 
The Metropolitan Police have been informed.  

The HAA committee has set up a small group to consider what, if any, 
changes or improvements to site security might be made. We will be seeking 
advice from other allotment site associations and from the Police Safer 
Neighbourhoods Team and will keep tenants informed. 
Tenants with any concerns should contact the HAA committee at 
highgateallotments@outlook.com. 
 

 
Thompsons Horse Manure back in stock 
We will be getting a big delivery of high quality bagged rotted horse manure in 
the very near future. For sale at £4/bag when the Shed Shop is open. 
 

Shed Shop Opening Hours 
We will aim to be opening the Shop as many weekend lunchtimes as we can 
during these darker months, more frequently as the weather improves. The Shed 
bell will be rung loudly when the Shop opens. 
 

 
Eco-Compost delivery 
We have a delivery of Eco-Compost booked for Thursday March 1st. This is free to 
tenants. Please note that on this occasion we ask tenants to restrict themselves 
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to FIVE barrows per plot, so as to try to keep a stock available to tenants who 
cannot get to the site until the weekend. 

 
Pruning and bonfires 
Now is the time of year for fruit tree pruning, but only apples, pears and quinces, 
not the stone fruit, such as plums or cherries which should be pruned in the 
growing season to help seal the cuts. The aim is perhaps to reduce the height 
(many of the site’s apple trees are too tall to pick). Remove damaged, crossing-
over or cankerous branches. Whippy water shoots should be removed, but some 
thicker ones can be left but shortened.  Then there is thinning - some say you 
should be able to throw your hat through the tree's branches! Bear in mind that 
less is more - less fruit but higher quality. 

What to do with the trimmings? If they are burnt they may yield a bit of 
potash which will help other plants flowering and fruit and, to some extent, make 
them tougher against pests and diseases. If you want to burn them straight away, 
they will need to be as dry as possible and the fire will need to be fuelled by some 
dry timber to get it hot enough. We want to avoid smoky bonfires, and there is a 
question too about smoke and burning in general. Toxic particles, gases including 
CO2, will be released in a fire and we might want to do our bit to avoid these 
pollution problems.  I suggest you bundle up your twigs and keep them, which 
will sequester the carbon in them for a longer period. If stashed somewhere this 
may form a wildlife habitat such as a ladybird and lacewing "hotel" or a nest site 
for a robin or wren.  And if you change your mind in spring and want some pea 
sticks ... 

Look up Biochar http://biochar.co.uk/ and see if that idea appeals. In 
essence, it turns twigs into charcoal that stays stable in the soil for ages and soaks 
up soluble nutrients and water, improving the soil.  In the case of twigs, one 
would need to arrest the burning process (exclude air) so just the gases and sap 
are removed and not the carbonised wood. Presumably putting a fire out with 
soil would approximate to this. There are doubtless YouTube videos on 
horticultural methods.  

 

 
HAA Equipment and Storage Container 
HAA have long felt the need for some secure and dry storage for our equipment 
and materials, which up to now have been accommodated in the Shed Shop or in 
the open air. We now have a plan to use the newly-cleared chippings area to the 
left of the Shop to accommodate a steel shipping container for this purpose. We 
will aim to beautify it in some way once it is here! 
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Rental Invoices and Concessions 
Rental invoices for calendar year 2018 from Haringey Council are expected in 
February, and will include the 75% rise in all rents announced last year. Haringey 
residents who are in receipt of state benefits of any kind can qualify for a 50% 
reduction in their total rental by submitting proof to Haringey Council. There is an 
advice document with details of this on our HAA website at 
https://www.highgate-allotments.org/documents/ 
 

 
Planning for next Christmas?  
Christmas 2017 has passed but one of our tenants has several dozen FREE small, 
live, potted Xmas trees surplus to requirements and would love them to go to 
good homes (or gardens). He will place a few by the Shed Shop in the next few 
days. They are about 60cm high (i.e. 60cm above the pot surface). By all means 
take one or two and, if they all go, he will leave some more. 
 

 
Don't forget to follow us on Facebook.  
You can find us here: https://goo.gl/fCw7Dy 
 

 
This newsletter has been produced by the Highgate Allotments Association 
Committee. You can contact anyone on the Committee via 
highgateallotments@outlook.com  
 
The minutes of our meetings and many other useful documents about the 
running of the allotments (inc application forms) - as well as some inspiring 
photos - are available on our website: 
http://www.highgate-allotments.org 
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