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Please come to the HAA AGM 2016 
This year's AGM will be held on Thursday, 13 October at 7.15pm (for 7.30 
start) at Highgate Primary School (Storey Road Entrance). Come and hear 
the latest allotments news, meet your neighbours and elect next year's 
committee. The Committee Report will be circulated ahead of the meeting and 
everyone is requested to print this and their ballot papers and bring them with 
them. 
 
There will be no proxy votes this year as they proved so difficult to administer 
last year but, if you are not able to attend, you can apply for a postal vote via 
the website - http://www.highgate-allotments.org/documents/ - or by emailing 
the Committee on highgateallotments@outlook.com or putting a note in the 
Committee postbox on the Shed. The deadline for applying for postal votes is 
Friday, 30 September. Please note there is only one vote per tenant (even in 
a joint tenancy) and regardless of how many plots you have. 
 
We would welcome nominations for new members of the Committee 
Please consider giving a little time to your Allotment Association. We meet 
every two months (usually on Sunday mornings) to discuss the management 
of the site and members take on responsibility for matters like lettings, 
probationer support, the waiting list, site security etc. Committee officers like 
the Site Secretary, Committee Secretary and Treasurer, as well as the above 
responsibility posts are agreed at the first Committee Meeting after the AGM. 
The meeting Chair is rotated around the Committee. Nomination forms will be 
available as per postal votes (above) and nominees will be 
given the opportunity to provide a short written statement. Nominations must 
be submitted by Friday, 7th October. 
 
Volunteers wanted 
For a working party on Sunday 16 October to improve the hard standing for 
delivery of compost. Meet by the shed at 11am wearing thick gloves 
and suitable clothing. 
 
Also to help Jim in the Shed Shop. We hope to open the shop from 10am 



to 1pm on Saturdays from April to September and on Sundays too, if we can 
find enough volunteers to run it. Please let a member of the Committee know 
if you can help for an hour or so on a regular basis. Please don't ask for credit 
as "refusal often offends"! 
 
Also to help with mowing the communal areas and paths - please contact 
the Committee as above if you can help - we now have an HAA mower. 
 
The next compost delivery will be between 8 and 10am on Friday, 11 
November. As always, potholders are requested to take no more than 10 
barrowloads to ensure enough remains for those who are unable to get to the 
site before the weekend. 
  
120th anniversary celebrations 
The barbecue party was a great success - many thanks are due to Mark 
Haynes, Mark's Mum, Sarah Jolly and Ellen Scrimgeour for all their hard work. 
Check out the website for pics: http://www.highgate-
allotments.org/gallery/#/july2016bbq/ Plans are afoot to make it an annual 
event. 
 
Support for Watford allotments 
Farm Terrace Allotments in Watford are looking for support for their campaign 
to fight off plans to build on their site. Find out more 
at: https://www.gofundme.com/save-farm-terrace  
  
Termination of Tenancy - 'Dirty Plot' Notices – How not to lose the plot 
 It is important to understand the Council Allotment Officer process for 
terminating a tenancy in accordance with clause 7g of the tenancy agreement. 
Some members have recently come close to losing their plot by not 
responding promptly to warning letters from the Council and rectifying a 
breach of tenancy. 
  
There are at least 4 inspections during the year (approximately every 3 
months) to which the Site Secretary and Committee representatives are 
invited to attend. The main purpose of the inspection by the Council is to 
confirm that tenants are complying with Clause 10 of the lease – Tenants 
Responsibilities. The most frequent breach of lease condition is lack of plot 
cultivation appropriate to the season (75% cultivation is required + no 
prevalence of weeds). 
  
If the allotment officer is minded to issue a non compliance notice (NCN) the 
Site Secretary and committee members present will make him aware of any 
mitigating circumstances, if any  are known, but failing that an NCN will be 
issued by the Council which must be remedied within 28 working days of 
receipt of the date of issue of the notice sent by registered letter. 
  
If on the next inspection the problem remains, a notice of termination of 
tenancy will follow. There is no appeal procedure. Furthermore, if any breach 



is detected in any of  two further inspections (approximately over 6 months) a 
notice of termination of tenancy will follow. 
  
If you are having particular difficulties it is a good idea in the first instance to 
keep the HAA committee informed via a committee member, the web site or a 
note in the shed letter box. 
 
Topical tips from Dan Hackett - Dried Fruit 
The glut of fruit at this time of year brings problems of preserving some of it. 
Jam, freezing and bottling are well known, but drying or semi drying can be 
tried. As you will appreciate, most fruit contains a lot of water, which means 
that it will turn to mush if frozen from fresh. But if the fruit is cut open, laid on 
trays and put in a fan oven at 70 deg C with the door propped slightly open for 
several hours it will shrink down, concentrating the flavour. It will then freeze 
but not fall apart. It will take up much less space too.  
 
I have found this is applicable to tomatoes, figs, plums, apples and pears. 
Maybe other soft, watery fruit too. One could use a dessicator as an 
alternative, but to dry fruit for shelf storage seems unnecessary. Also with 
tomatoes don't proceed until they go hard and rattle! Give it a try! 
 
Beekeeping Taster Sessions 
Saturday 24th September North London 
Venue: North London Beekeepers Training Apiary 
Session 1 - 10.00am -12.30pm 
Session 2 - 2.00pm – 4.30pm 
 
For anyone thinking about keeping bees (check out the Council rules on bee 
keeping on the website), these two and a half hour ‘taster’ sessions will 
provide a short overview of beekeeping, bees and hive management. They 
will give you the opportunity to find out if beekeeping as a hobby is for you. 
Each session will be led by experienced members of North London 
Beekeepers and include a ‘hands on’ session with bees and hives at our 
teaching apiary in North London near Kenwood House and Highgate Village 
Protective beekeepers suits will be provided. Please wear long trousers, long 
sleeved tops, wellies or trainers. 
Price £40 including refreshments. To book go to: www. 
webcollect.org.uk/NLBK. For further information, please email Julie Parker, 
North London Beekeepers Education Officer at: 
education@beekeeping.org.uk  or call 07771787292 
  
Keepers Nursery Open Day 
Keepers Nursery will be holding an open day on Sunday 2nd October 
between 10 am and 4pm, where you will be able to visit their collection of 900 
different fruit trees and get advice. Check out http://www.keepers-
nursery.co.uk/appleday.aspx for more information. 
 



Please remember: 
• It's your responsibility to keep the paths next to your plot clear - people 

should be able to push a wheelbarrow down them without obstruction. 
• You must not leave contractors working on your plot unsupervised, nor 

should they be given a key to enter the site unaccompanied 
• Dogs must be kept on a lead at all times 
• No parking on site except for disabled badge holders and for loading and 

delivery. 
  
This newsletter has been produced by the Highgate Allotments 
Association Committee. You can contact anyone on the Committee via 
highgateallotments@outlook.com and read the latest Committee 
minutes (once approved by next Committee meeting) at 
http://www.highgate-allotments.org/documents/ 
Committee responsibilities are as follows: 
Committee Chair: rotated among members of the Committee 
Site Secretary: Simon Hewitt 
Association Honorary Chair and Shed Shop Manager: Jim Greenhill 
Committee Secretary: Hilary Laurie 
Lettings Officer: Karen Fitzsimon 
Waiting List and Website Manager/Haringey Forum rep: Geoffrey 
Kemball-Cook 
Membership Secretary and newsletter: Maggy Meade-King 
Probationer Support Officer: Dan Hackett 
Site Security and Maintenance Manager: Angelo Guarino 
Compost and chippings deliveries + Rubbish Removal: David Gittings 
120th Anniversary Celebration Co-ordinator: Marc Haynes 
  
The minutes of our meetings and many other useful documents about the 
running of the allotments (inc application forms) - as well as some inspiring 
photos - are available on our website: http://www.highgate-allotments.org .  
Please let us know if you didn’t receive this email directly but would like 
to do so in future.  
Please print this for any neighbours who don’t have email. 	


