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"Delicious autumn! My very soul is wedded to it, and if I were a bird I would fly about the earth 
seeking the successive autumns!" 
- George Eliot (now resident permanently in Highgate), in a letter to Miss Lewis, 1st October 1841 
 

 
 

AUTUMN PLOT INSPECTION 
 
The plots inspection by the Haringey Allotment Officer has taken place and in general he was 
impressed with the levels of cultivation evident across the whole site, so well done everyone! 
 
He has asked HAA to pass on some recommendations for work over the autumn and winter to a 
handful of tenants (which we will do this week) but he has not issued any Non-Compliance Notices, 
so no-one is at risk of losing their plots as a result of the inspections this time. This largely reflects 
the hard work everyone has put in! 
 
The next inspection is likely to be in spring 2018 and should be under a full-time Allotment Officer 
who is expected to be in post by the end of the year: s/he will be responsible for all inspections 
across the whole borough and also for all records administration – hopefully this will be a more 
efficient and responsive system than exists at the moment.  
 

 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING THURSDAY 12 OCTOBER 
 
The AGM of Highgate Allotment Association will be held at 7.30 on 12 October in Highgate Primary 
School Hall (Storey Road entrance). All tenants, probationers and co-workers are welcome to attend 
although only tenants may vote. A new committee will be elected: nomination forms are available to 
download from the HAA website (Documents page), as are application forms for a postal vote if you 
are unable to attend on the night. There are also copies of these two forms in the HAA Shed. Please 
note that there is only one vote per plot, and if a tenant holds two or more plots in their own name 
they still have only one vote in total.  
 

 
 



THE HIGHGATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY'S AUTUMN SHOW  
 
Founded in 1859, the HHS’s Autumn show takes place between 2pm and 5pm this Saturday (16th 
September) at the United Reformed Church on South Grove, Highgate Village, N6 6BA. 
   

 
 
The prizes – in a large number of categories - are presented at 3.30pm, and it’s always fascinating to 
see what other people from the area are growing! If you fancy entering some of your allotment-
grown produce at an upcoming show – and they have some spectacular silver cups for the winners – 
then full details on how to join the HHS can be found at: 
http://www.highgatehorticulturalsociety.org.uk/index.html  
 

 
 

PARKING 
 
Thanks to tenants for adhering to the “Loading and Unloading Only” parking rule on our site: it really 
does make a difference. We now have a signed Blue Badge disabled space installed down the lane to 
the right from the main gate, and the two signed Blue Badge disabled parking spaces along the top 
tarmac lane are being enlarged a little, overhanging branches removed and white lines will be 
painted.  
 

 
 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR THE NEXT FEW WEEKS 
 
Most of us will be slowly winding down towards the autumn, but there’s plenty to get done before 
the weather changes for the worse. In many ways, September can be regarded as the start of the 
new gardening year. 
 
Most of us will be busy preparing for next season by pulling up and composting any plants that have 
finished their season. But it’s also a good time to get ahead of the game by sowing some new crops, 
such as hardy winter lettuce and spinach.  
 
The other important job this month is to collect up your onions and potatoes.. They need to be got 
out of the soil before the cold, damp days of autumn arrive. They have completely the opposite 
storage requirements. Onions must to be kept in the light and potatoes need to be stored in the 
dark to prevent them from turning green, but both have to be stored somewhere that will keep the 
frost out. 



 
Harvest apples and pears as they become ready and pick the late season strawberries and 
raspberries to keep them producing fruit. They will keep cropping right up until the first frost. 
 
Cut courgettes and marrows regularly because they will be finished by the end of the month, as will 
outdoor tomatoes. Remove any green tomatoes and place them in a drawer or shoebox to ripen. 
 
And you may notice more wasps around at this time of year – they’re busy at this time of year due to 
the ripening of your fruit. While they might eat the odd apple (and a note to those of you who have 
grapes, they will decimate these if they’re not covered), remember that wasps are the gardener's 
friend – they’re major predators of aphids and caterpillars at this time of the year, so it’s a brief 
window in which we should be pleased to see them! 
 

 
  
A bee enjoying the last grains of pollen on a teasel at the allotment last week. Photo by Liz Haynes 
 

 
 

KEEPING LANES AND PATHS CLEAR 
 
A lot of mowing and strimming has been done by a lot of people to open up the paths and the lane 
boundaries. Please keep an eye on your own boundaries to ensure that your “green edges” do not 
encroach again onto lanes and paths, particularly if they are thorny.  
 

 
 

BONFIRES 
 
The restriction on bonfires ends on the 1st October. A quick reminder: bonfires must only consist of 
dry organic material that can’t be composted. A decent composting system (especially a multi-bin 
system) can process the vast majority of green waste generated on your plot, so please only use a 
bonfire as a last resort. Additionally, bonfires mustn’t produce smoke (which will happen if the 
organic waste you’re burning isn’t sufficiently dry). If your bonfire is smoky, you must extinguish it to 
avoid nuisance to all tenants and off-site neighbours.  
 

 
 
 



PRODUCE DONATIONS IN AID OF HARINGTONS 
 
Thanks to Rob and assistants, the scheme which sees HAA plotholders donating excess produce for 
sale at the Ally Pally Farmer's Market has been very successful – many thanks to all you generous 
donors. The money raised goes to the Harington Scheme and a tremendous amount has been raised 
for this brilliant local charity each week. 
 
There's still time to donate some good quality fruit or veg (on Friday evenings and Saturday 
mornings, there's a box placed outside the shed shop for this purpose) but the farmer's markets 
usually finish at the end of September, so as the month goes on, please check the signs outside the 
HAA Shed to ensure donations are still being collected.  
 
 

 
 

THE SUMMER BBQ 
 
For the second year running, we were lucky with the weather and many tenants came along to enjoy 
a most successful barbeque, which has quickly become one of the social highlights of the HAA 
calendar. This year, we purchased a separate free-standing BBQ for vegetarian use which was in high 
demand on the day, and will undoubtedly get a lot more use over the following years. 
 
Thanks also to those who brought plants and seeds for sale, and to those who bought them – we 
raised over £50, which has been split equally between the HAA's funds and Harington’s, our local 
gardening charity.  
 

 
 

The Highgate allotment on an autumn evening. Photo by Liz Haynes 

 
   
 
 
 
   
 
 


