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If this newsletter doesn’t display correctly, please download from the 
Association website: http://www.highgate-allotments.org/documents 
 
We hope you are all enjoying summer on the allotments and beginning a 
bountiful harvest!  
 
Your chance to feature in a gardening book 
Gardening writer Francine Raymond writes: 
“We're looking for a young gardener to interview and photograph for a book 
on allotments. Experience is unnecessary, just enthusiasm. We'd be happy to 
come one weekend soon.” 
If you are interested, please contact Francine at  
francine@kitchen-garden-hens.co.uk 
 
Good news re 64 Sheldon Avenue 
The planning application to knock down the existing house on this site and 
replace with a mega-mansion with very deep foundations (possibly affecting 
the water table) has been turned down by Haringey. Of course they can 
appeal, but so far so good. For details of the decision, check out   
www.haringey.gov.uk/planning using the ref: HGY/2015/1475. 
 
Don’t forget: 

• Always keep tools locked up and out of sight, to deter thieves 
• Make sure both gates are locked at all times 
• There is no parking on site, except to load and unload heavy items or 

for those with Disabled Parking badges 
• Dogs must always be kept on a lead 

 
Haringey inspections and NCNs 
Some plotholders may have noticed that the Borough’s Allotment Officer 
inspection regime has become more stringent in recent months. Plotholders 



sent Non Compliance Notices (NCNs) after a regular (three times a year) 
inspection and the follow up inspection four weeks later have found that they 
may be allowed only three weeks to comply after their second notice before 
their tenancies are terminated. Here are the principal items considered at an 
inspection: 

1. Plot below minimum 75% area of cultivation 
2. Inadequate or no cultivation or planting appropriate to the season 
3. Inadequate or no plot number sign 
4. Prevalence of perennial and annual weeds 
5. Grass areas not cut and regularly maintained 
6. Access footpath requires maintenance by adjacent plotholder/s 

 
The next inspection is likely to be in late August. Please contact the HAA 
Committee at highgateallotments@outlook.com if you have concerns about 
meeting any of these requirements. 
 
Sub-letting 
Another matter on which Haringey is cracking down is sub-letting. This is 
strictly prohibited and can result in instant termination. Unfortunately, this is 
what happened with plot S1A recently – the person working the plot had no 
tenancy agreement and was using the plot illegally and so was required by 
the Council to leave at regrettably short notice. This was beyond the control of 
the HAA Committee. 
 
Topical tips 

• Jam making time is upon those of us with abundant crops of fruit – 
recipes are easily available on the Internet or in good old fashioned 
cookbooks and it’s really much easier than you might imagine. Those 
of you lucky enough to have a breadmaker can use its Jam programme 
to relieve you of even having to stir! 

• Watering: one good soak every few days is better than a daily sprinkle 
as the latter does not penetrate deep into the ground and encourages 
plants to develop roots near the soil’s surface. You can find out if you 
need to water by digging a hole a spade’s depth and checking if the 
soil feels dry to the touch. Make sure water gets where it’s needed by 
soaking around the roots – preferably in the early morning or late 
evening. 

• Watch out for the eggs of the Spotted Wing Fruit Fly, which has now 
been found in the UK. It lays its eggs in developing soft fruit and the 
larvae eat the fruit from the inside. 

Please send in your horticultural tips for the next newsletter 
 
Dates for your diary: 

• Compost delivery: the next delivery of free eco-compost will be 
between 10 and 12am on Friday, 25 September. We ask plot-holders 
to restrict themselves to a maximum of 10 barrow loads to ensure there 
is plenty of compost left for those who can’t get down to the allotments 
until the weekend.  

• Association AGM: from 7 to 10pm on Thursday, 15 October. 



 
 
This newsletter has been produced by the Highgate Allotments 
Association Committee. You can contact anyone on the Committee via 
highgateallotments@outlook.com .  
 
Committee responsibilities are as follows: 
 
Association Honorary Chair and Shed Shop Manager: Jim Greenhill 
Committee Chair: rotated among members of the Committee 
Site Secretary: Simon Hewitt 
Committee Secretary: Hilary Laurie  
Lettings Manager (inc managing waiting list): Karen Fitzsimon 
Membership Secretary and newsletter: Maggy Meade-King 
Probationer Support Team: Julia Doyle, Sarah Frame and David Gittings 
Site Security and Maintenance Manager: Angelo Guarino 
Rubbish Removal: David Gittings 
Compost and chippings deliveries: Dan Hackett 
Co-options: Treasurer: Margarita Piatek 
   Haringey Forum rep: Geoffrey Kemball-Cook 
  
The minutes of our meetings and many other useful documents about the 
running of the allotments (inc application forms) are available on our website: 
http://www.highgate-allotments.org .  
 
Please let us know if you didn’t receive this email directly but would like 
to do so in future. 
 
Please print this for any neighbours who don’t have email. 
	  


