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Don't miss the Shed Shop Sale this weekend! 
Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 March from 10am to 4pm. 
 
Big reductions to clear all items before restocking: 
  
Onion sets only £1 per pound 
Tomato bags only £2.10 
7kg bucket poultry manure £8.50 
And much, much more! 
 
Pay with cash or by cheques made payable to Highgate Allotments 
Association. 
 
Volunteer Shed Shop Assistants wanted to help this weekend and 
every weekend throughout the year. If you can spare a couple of hours on a 
Saturday or a Sunday once in a while to help Jim in the shed shop, please let 
Maggy know by replying to this newsletter. 
 
No Shed Fees this year 
The Committee have decided to reduce the Shed Shop Membership Fee to 0d 
on a trial basis for the next year. 
 
Important dates for your diary: 
Sunday 20 March, 10.30 am: Eco-walk on weeds 
Friday 1 April: annual bonfire ban begins 
Monday, 4 April, 11 am: Rubbish collection  
Friday, 3 June, 8-10 am: Compost delivery 
Sunday, 3 July: 120th anniversary barbecue 
 
Don't forget: 
• We have some shiny new wheelbarrows for everyone to use but please 

return them to the shed as soon as you have used them 
• If you are having deliveries made to the allotments, such as of 'dumpy bags' 

of manure to be left by the entrance, please inform the Committee and 
make sure the item is marked with your contact details. 

 
Topical Tips for March to May 
 
This is the start of the horticultural year and there is a lot to do while planning 
what crops you are going to grow. Starting your seedlings on a windowsill has 
to be coordinated with when planting out will take place. The last frost date and 
warm enough soil are both important. If young plants hang around they will fall 



prey to slugs. So prepare planting sites for courgettes, marrow, butternut 
squashes and the like soon, with a good dollop of something fertile. This gives 
you a chance to bury that compost you fear will be full of viable weed seeds. 
Take apart your long lost rubbish pile or cover it up with a black weed control 
membrane and plant something through a hole that might enjoy the fertility. 
 
Do likewise, spread compost into a trench for your runner beans etc. Weed 
seeds need light to germinate, so they won’t if you cap it with soil. The eco-
compost we have delivered will not have any weeds in it as it reached 60 deg C 
in the making, so use it as mulch or anywhere to lighten your soil and help 
water retention, as well as fertility. Sand or potting compost, but probably not 
manure, will help carrots and parsnips germinate. 
 
Some people say cold soil is OK for these, but slugs again can mow down the 
lot. Carrot fly also can get in early, but they are not supposed to fly over 
barriers. Pigeons and mice will take peas out of the ground and curious 
magpies pull up onion sets. Use nets. Pigeons also love cherry buds and plum 
blossom. The latter will usually survive but sweet cherries need netting. Then 
fine netting will be needed late on as the cherries swell, if the spotted winged 
fruit fly attack is to be avoided. 
 
Broad bean leaves will get notched by bean weevils, but the real damage is 
going on below ground in the nodules where the larvae live. In most cases, we 
get enough beans and the overwintered varieties of broad bean suffer less from 
blackfly (aphids) than the spring sown ones. As I noted in the last newsletter, 
stone fruit trees needing pruning should only be cut when growing. So you will 
have to go carefully and realise that some fruit will be sacrificed. Less (of good 
quality) is more. I have noted several people have pruned their apple trees but 
thinning may also help. 
 
Keep your twiggy wood ash for alkali loving brassicas. 
Dan Hackett 
 
This newsletter has been produced by the Highgate Allotments 
Association Committee. You can contact anyone on the Committee 
via highgateallotments@outlook.com and read the latest Committee minutes 
(once approved by next Committee meeting) at http://www.highgate-
allotments.org/documents/ 
Committee responsibilities are as follows: 
Committee Chair: rotated among members of the Committee 
Site Secretary: Simon Hewitt 
Association Honorary Chair and Shed Shop Manager: Jim Greenhill 
Committee Secretary: Hilary Laurie 
Lettings Officer: Karen Fitzsimon 
Waiting List Manager/Haringey Forum rep: Geoffrey Kemball-Cook  
Membership Secretary and newsletter: Maggy Meade-King 
Probationer Support Officer: Dan Hackett 
Site Security and Maintenance Manager: Angelo Guarino 
Compost and chippings deliveries + rubbish removal: David Gittings 
120th Anniversary Celebration Co-ordinator: Marc Haynes 



  
 The minutes of our meetings and many other useful documents –about the 
running of the allotments (inc application forms) - as well as some inspiring 
photos - are available on our website: http://www.highgate-allotments.org .  
 
Please let us know if you didn’t receive this email directly but would like 
to do so in future.  
 
Please print this for any neighbours who don’t have email. 	


