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Association AGM 2015 
The HAA AGM will take place on Thursday, 15 October (at 7.15 for a 7.30 
pm start) in the Highgate Primary School Hall. The Agenda, proxy forms and 
nomination forms for Committee Members can be downloaded from the 
Association website http://www.highgate-allotments.org/documents or 
obtained from Jim Greenhill in the Shed. Please print and bring your own copy 
of the documents to the meeting. 
 
Do consider standing for the Committee or nominating other willing 
volunteers. It meets every two months on Sunday mornings and new 
members and new ideas to improve the running of the site are most welcome. 
Nominations must be in by October 9. You can add a paragraph to introduce 
yourself if you would rather not do so in person at the AGM or are unable to 
be there. 
 
Conservation volunteers and how you can help 
Conservation Volunteers are coming to our site on Sunday, 8 November to 
help us make our communal plot more wildlife friendly. They would like 
plotholders to join them in making bird, bat and bee boxes and also to bring or 
donate in advance: 
Small (1¾ or  2 inch) screws 
A few 3 or 4 inch screws 
Spare bamboo canes and bricks 
Tree branches of any size 
Any spare untreated timber 
 
Highgate Primary are also looking for volunteers to help them make oak 
shingles for the roof of their new shed – see the notice on the Shed for more 
details. 
 
Compost delivery and rubbish collection 
There will be another delivery of free eco-compost between 10 and 12am on 
Friday, 25 September. We ask plot-holders to restrict themselves to a 
maximum of 10 barrow loads to ensure there is plenty of compost left for 
those who can’t get down to the allotments until the weekend. N.B. this 
compost is for use on the allotments and should not be taken off site. 
 
The next rubbish collection will take place on Monday, 26 October at 11am. 
As usual, please bring your bagged, non-recyclable rubbish to the main gate 
on the morning of the collection. 
 



Bonfires 
With the seasonal ban on bonfires about to be lifted, plotholders are reminded 
to be sensitive to our residential neighbours and indeed adjacent plotholders 
when lighting bonfires – please try and do this when others are not on the site 
and residents are unlikely to be using their gardens. Burning anything other 
than vegetation  - i.e plastic, oil, solvents, paint or painted wood or treated 
construction timber – is still banned as they are pollution hazards – bag them 
up and bring to the rubbish collection instead. And please check for 
hedgehogs before lighting! 
 
Rumours and letters to the Council 
In view of the misleading rumours going around, plotholders might like to 
know that HAA Honorary Chair Jim Greenhill has voluntarily given up three of 
his five plots, but is continuing to work two others. A number of other 
plotholders have also given up part or all of their plots due to pressure of work 
or ill health. Where these matters are temporary, they have been encouraged 
to go back on the waiting list for a new plot. The waiting list now stands at 65 
and plots are meticulously allocated by the time people went on the list – 
sometimes to the hour of the day they registered. 
 
It is therefore particularly upsetting for the hardworking members of the 
Committee who have set up and administer the waiting list - and attempt to 
support struggling plotholders - to be publicly attacked by a group of 
plotholders who have written to Councillors and officials with a series of 
unfounded allegations. The full correspondence is too lengthy to be posted 
here but the following paragraphs give an indication of the response from Alex 
Fraser (Tree and Nature Conservation Manager, who leads the Council’s 
Allotments Service): 
 
“Since January 2015, 22 tenancies have been terminated at the Highgate 
allotment site, 13 of these were voluntary, the remaining 9 were the result of 
tenants not complying with the terms of the tenancy agreement.  I would 
strongly disagree with the assertion that that the current termination notices 
have been concocted based on incorrect information and ageism policies. 
They have been issued as tenants have failed to cultivate their plots to the 
required standard, after being given notice to make improvements. 
 
“Council officers inspect plots 3 times during the main growing season (April – 
October), to check their condition. It is they who make the decision to serve 
notices for contraventions of the tenancy agreement, not the Highgate 
Allotments Association (HAA). The reasons for terminating tenancies are 
clearly set out in the tenancy agreement.” 
 
The HAA Committee appreciates that it can be very hard for members to 
come to terms with the need to give up a plot - which is why interventions 
have been made on behalf of some plot holders at the time of Council 
inspections. But a sensible balance has to be made as to how long and for 
what justifiable reason such interventions can be maintained, without 
prejudice to other plot holders and people on the waiting list.  The Committee 



welcome the opportunity to discuss the issue at the forthcoming AGM.  
 
Security 
Unfortunately there have been some reports of theft on the site recently. It is 
therefore particularly important that you: 

Ø Ensure the gates are locked at all times 
Ø Don’t leave tools lying around 
Ø Challenge any unknown visitors to the site and/or report 

any suspicious activity to the Committee 
 
120th Anniversary Celebration 
And finally on a happier note: 2016 will see the 120th anniversary of the 
founding of Highgate Allotments. Please let the Committee know how you 
would like to celebrate this important occasion. 
 
This newsletter has been produced by the Highgate Allotments 
Association Committee. You can contact anyone on the Committee via 
highgateallotments@outlook.com .  
 
Committee responsibilities are as follows: 
 
Association Honorary Chair and Shed Shop Manager: Jim Greenhill 
Committee Chair: rotated among members of the Committee 
Site Secretary: Simon Hewitt 
Committee Secretary: Hilary Laurie  
Lettings Manager (inc managing waiting list): Karen Fitzsimon 
Membership Secretary and newsletter: Maggy Meade-King 
Probationer Support Team: Julia Doyle, Sarah Frame and David Gittings 
Site Security and Maintenance Manager: Angelo Guarino 
Rubbish Removal: David Gittings 
Compost and chippings deliveries: Dan Hackett 
Co-options: Treasurer: Margarita Piatek 
   Haringey Forum rep: Geoffrey Kemball-Cook 
  
The minutes of our meetings and many other useful documents about the 
running of the allotments (inc application forms) are available on our website: 
http://www.highgate-allotments.org .  
 
Please let us know if you didn’t receive this email directly but would like 
to do so in future. 
 
Please print this for any neighbours who don’t have email. 
 
	  


