
HAA tenancy docmentation/Sheds Guidance Note 

Highgate Allotments Association Guidance Note  
 
Re: Construction of shed, greenhouse or poly tunnel 
 
10.7 Buildings (Ref: Haringey tenancy agreement) 
 

Each plot may have one wooden shed or greenhouse with maximum dimensions of 2.5 by 2.0m 
without obtaining the permission of the council. The structure should be located so as not to 
cast shade on any other adjacent allotment. Otherwise the tenant agrees: 

 
(a) Not to erect any building or structure on the Allotment Garden without the written consent of the 

Council provided that consent may not be unreasonably withheld to the erection of a garden 
shed or greenhouse or poly tunnel the maximum size of which shall be no more than 2.5m by 
2.0m (8 ft 3inch x 6ft 6 in) for a garden shed, 2.5m by 2.0m (8 ft 3inch x 6ft 6 in) for a 
greenhouse and 5m x 3m for a poly tunnel and located so as not to cast shade on any other 
adjacent garden allotment. If any building or structure erected on the Allotment Garden 
without the Council’s consent the Council may require the Tenant to remove such building or 
structure from the Allotment Garden. 

(b) Not to erect any building or structure on the Allotment Garden using materials which the Parks 
Service deems unsuitable; these could include corrugated metal sheets, asbestos and bricks. 

(c)To keep and maintain all permitted buildings or structures including and not limited to garden 
sheds, green houses, polytunnels and trading posts in a reasonable and safe condition 

 
The council have further clarified thus:  
 

Each tenant may construct one each of the following structures, shed, green house and poly 
tunnel within the dimensions set out in clause 10.7 as long as this does not exceed the 25% 
allowance of the overall plot size. Some plots due to their small size are unable to have all 
3 and only can have 1 of the 3. All structures need the council’s prior permission as the 
location of these new structures need to be agreed to prevent people erecting structures 
which then cause a nuisance to adjacent tenants by casting shade or restricting access to 
otherwise open areas which prior to these areas were easily accessible. 
 
A plot holder should make a request in the first instance to the HAA committee.  If there is a 
disagreement about proposed arrangements the allotment officer will have the final say. 
 
Probationer tenants are not eligible to make an application until the tenancy has been 
confirmed. 

 
What this means in practice: 
 

 On a five pole or larger plot you may build a shed, green house and poly tunnel 
as long as each one does not exceed the specified maximum sizes. Which are: 
Shed 2.5x2.0m, Greenhouse 2.5x2.0m & poly tunnel 5.0x3.0m 

 You must carefully consider the location of the buildings and discuss with your 
neighbour if there may be a possibility of causing shade. 

 Email details of your proposal to highgateallotments@outlook.com 

 A committee member or the HAA Site Secretary will discuss your request with 
you and send a recommendation to the Haringey allotment officer. 

 The Allotment officer will send you confirmation and permission to build 
 

Example: 5 pole plot = 125m2      
Shed 2.5 x 2.0 = 5.0m2 - Greenhouse 2.5 x 2.0 = 5.0m2 - Poly tunnel 5.0 x 3.0 = 15m2 
Total area of three buildings = 25m2   Calculation: 25/125 x 100 = 20% - does not exceed 25%  

 


